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LTTE MASKED GUNMEN KILL JAFFNA MAYOR

- News paper clip (Daily News) on 28th July 1975

Mr. Alfred Duraiyappah Mayor of Jaffna and President of the SLFP branch in Jaffna was
shot dead on 27.07.1975 afternoon at Punnelavy in the Vaddukoddai electorate when he was
about to enter a temple.

Mr. D.K. Rajaratnam MMC a member of the management committee of the temple who
accompanied him was also shot at and injured in the arm. He is reported to be out of danger.
According to first reports three masked men shot at Mr. Duraiyappah and Mr. Rajaratham as
they got off the Mayor's car. Immediately after the shooting the gunmen drove away in the
Mayor's car which the police later found abandoned at Sendankulam. The police have launched
massive search for the killers.
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A special police team headed by Mr. Ana Senevirathne D.l.G. Range B is now in Jaffna
conducting investigations The team was sent on the orders of the Prime minister Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranayake. The Jaffna Police cordoned off the entire peninsula minutes after the shooting.

All vehicles are being searched by the Police in an attempt to apprehend the assassins.
The driver of the Mayor's car has given the Police a brief identification of the assassins with
regard to their cloths. Police said.

Mr. Duraiyappabh visits the temple every Sunday and Police believe the shooting was
planned.The inquest into the death of Mr. Duraiyappah will be held today by the Malakkam
Magistrate Mr. J.M.D. Jesurathnam. The Government Analyst and a ballistic expert from
Colombo are expected to testify at the inquest.

Thousands gathered at the Jaffna hospital as the news of Mr. Duraiyappah's death
spread. The Minister of Posts and Telecommunications Mr. Chelliah Kumarasuriar visited the
hospital later in the evening. Mr. Duraiyappah was 48. He entered politics in 1952 and became
Mayor of Jaffna in 1958.

In 1960 (March) he created major upset in Jaffna politics when he beat the Tamil
Congress leader Mr. G.G. Ponnambalam and a Federal Party candidate at the general election
to win the Jaffna seat. In July of the same year he was re-elected to the Jaffna seat defeating
Mr. Ponnambalam and the Federal Party candidate. He lost at the 1965 and 1970 general
elections.He was educated at St. Johns College Jaffna and later passed out as a Proctor from
the Ceylon Law College.
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