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The Cost of 'Peace' and the Dividends of Terror:

Sri Lanka's Nordic Winter?

"It wasn't so much that criticism was dangerous; it was pointless Sill | never
felt free to say what | wanted, never felt a sense of persond freedom...

"In general all people who were independent or who stuck to their own
opinions wererougHy handed o put to the side when the time came for
favours. You could be boyootted; you could be driven out of business These
things were naticed by most people, who learned from the fate of others. It
was pure forceappied to pditics andit meant that the Nazis got anything
theywanted...[Swch were the refledions of people who lived throughthe Naz
take-over...]

"Perhaps the basic reason for [ the albsence of resistanceg was that there was
noNaz Coup detat. Instead there was a series of quasi-legal actions over a
period d at least six months, na one of which by itself constituted a
rewvolution, bu the sum of which transformed Germany from a repuldic to a
dictatorship. The problem was where to draw the line. But by the time the line
could be dearly drawn, the rewolution was a fait accompli, the potential
orgars of resistance had keen individudly smashed, and o@garised resistance
was no longer possble. In short, the splendid organisation [ of the sociali st-
led Reichsbanrer for the protedion d the Republic] wasto no avail; in the
actua course of events it was eve'y man for himself...."

(The Nazi Seizure of Power; The
Experience of a single German Town 19221945 by William
Sheridan Allen)



1. The Season of Frozen Stakes and the Battle for Untruth

The international funding gathering for the GoSL and LTTE, hosted in freezing Oslo on 25" November,
ended on anate of confidencein the peace process The fly in the ointment with consequences yet to
unfold was India declining to participate. The LTTE leader's Martyrs' Day speech on the 27" that

foll owed with a conditional renunciation d separatism was interpreted as an additional bonanza.

There is however no promise of aseason o goodwil | and reconcili ation even though putative leaders
smile and shake hands. The cease-fire and removal of travel restrictions in government-controlled areas
have eaed the day to day life of civili ans, leading to a semblance of normality. But significant sedions
of the people in the North-East are anxious and feel their very right to exist threatened by this peace
process Many more feel condemned to along drawn-out period d political and moral suff ocation under
atotalitarian dispensation.

In the country as awhale the supporters of the processand its opporents, driven together though they
have very little in common, are digging behind frozen positions. AlImost nothing is being done to
challenge the chauvinist ideologies on both sides that are & the roat of the conflict. If anything they are
being strengthened by the growing fedings of inseaurity of their base. The admission of any wrong
doing by their side with aview to correction is sen as fatal to their interests. What is more surprising is
the aurrent role of civil society and sedions in the South generally regarded as more objedive, open and
enlightened.

The two incidents at Kanjirankudah and Trincomaleethat we dealt with in our last bulletin, where the
victims were Tamil civili ans, are now treated as closed affairs. Versions circulated, acommission report
and a magistrate's report exonerate the seaurity forces. Their glaring deficiencies have not been
challenged. On top o these comes the chill wind of the High Court verdict on the M ahil anthanai
Massaae of 9" August 1992in the Battica oa District, close to the Polonnaruwa border.

In the faceof international presaure, the case was taken up 8 months after the massaae ayainst arecord
of routine covering up.After the identification parade before the Battica oa magistrate on 2™ April
1993,the cae was moved to the Polonnaruwa M agistrate's Court. This was done by the Attorney
General, the present Defence Minister, on a pleaon behalf of the accused that they were not safe in
Batticdoa. The victims pleato the Appeal Court that they could not function in seaurity in Polonnaruwa
was refused on 10" October 1993.0n 8" March 1994, the Polonnaruwa Magistrate found that there was
a cae gainst 21 soldiers and referred the matter to the Attorney General.

The heaings on Mahil anthanai finally began at the Colombo High Court on 2™ October 2002with the
bench comprised of the Tamil judge Sri Skandarajah. The accised requested an all -Sinhalese-speaking
jury, which the Judge all owed. The Jury of seven gave their verdict on 25" November, unanimously
declaring all the 18 acaused army personnel not guilty, the other three being dead. The Judge, who
disagreed, instructed the Jury again and sent them back to reconsider their verdict. The Jury came back
with the same verdict.

For those who foll owed the proceedings in the Tamil Pressthe verdict was a matter for shock and
disbelief. The witnesses had unflinchingly described their harrowing experiences and identified the
culprits. To the famili es of the 35 dead and the 46 witnesses, 42 of whom remain refugees from the time
of the tragedy, it has been an unconscionable ordeal of ten years at the end of which justice was denied.



In the South, the verdict has been greeted with silence rather than indignation. There will no doubt be a
heavy political priceto pay.

Earlier on 31¥ October the Colombo High Court judge Ambeypitiya sentenced L TTE leader Velupill ai
Prabhakaran to 200yeas of rigorous imprisonment for the destruction of the Central Bank in January
1996. Even competent laymen can argue that the cae is not watertight. But this may not create a
problem, as few would seriously contest Prabhakaran's guilt. Even among the Tamils, many would
deam Prabhakaran many times guiltier for what he has done to his own people, bu that judgement is
padlitica and moral rather than judicial. The judicial conviction was based on a confession by a Black
Tiger (allowed under the PTA) who was also convicted, the identification of fingerprints on a farewell
plaque for the former as Prabhakaran's by comparing with those taken in India 20 yea's ago, and
inferences drawn from these.

The Mahilanthanai judgement that foll owed throws the Sri Lankan system of justice into ridicule and
reinforces the view among Tamil s that the judicial system is hopelessly biased against them. The
Mahilanthanai case, in contrast, was founded on solid and numerous eyewitnessaacounts of persons
who had persisted through ten years of poverty, lossand intimidation. There was little left to inference.

In comparison with the copious laudatory comments on the verdict on Prabhakaran, there was just one
in the English Presson Mahil anthanai. A weekend paper on 1% December caried on its front page an
emotional picture of adischarged soldier with his family. It was captioned: "End of an adeal ... after
the Colombo High Court discharged him and his mates on a unammous verdict of the jury". The real
victims had ceased to exist. It was more insidious than simple annesia, as will be readily seen by
outsiders. Thisis just one instance of the heavy price paid for trying to defend falsehood. But thisis the
season of falsehood galore.

2. Conning in Bangkok's Rose Garden

Earlier too, the second round o peace talks between the two parties in Thailand ended on an gotimistic
note on 3" November. Answering a question posed by ajournalist, the LT TE spokesman Anton
Balasingam said that the LT TE would "accept and assmil ate' other political groups that operate in the
North-East since it was the LTTE's intention to enter the palitical 'mainstream’. However theredity on
the ground is that since those pledges were made, attadks on the opposition by the LTTE operatives
have increased. The new wegponin vogue anong these 'political cadre', complementing organised
'people's protests, is the sword - a handy wegoon to maim and intimidate if not to kill (seebelow for
details).

Balasingam's assurances have aweird history and he is conscious of making history, even if he may not
always be privy to what exactly the Lealer, Prabhakaran, would do rext. He said in ealy 1990that they
would embracethe EPRLF once the last Indian soldier left Sri Lanka. The Indian Army left. Then on
19" June 1990,s00n after the Leader recommenced war, many senior EPRLF central committee
members, including their charismatic leader Padmanabha, were gunned down whil e halding a meeting
inMadras. A few weeks later Balasingam appealed to India saying that their involvement is necessary
to solve the problem in this country. Nine months later, Rajiv Gandhi, who was on the threshold of
becoming India's Prime Minister, was kill ed by an LTTE suicide bomber.

Balasingam apparently assuaged Sinhalese anxieties in Bangkok by saying that the LTTE is 'keen to
move into the core issues and did not presently seethe need for an Interim Administration in the North-



East. But theredity is that its control on the ground has gone beyond anything envisaged in an interim
entity. In Jaffnait virtually controls the Sri Lankan Police It orders about administrators, local councils
and educational officers at will and, accasionally, even cabinet ministers. It controls shoadls and
through the education department in Battical oa has distributed portraits of the L eader to be hung upin
schodsinlieu of the Head o State. LTTE spokesmen (e.g. Puli Thevan) have said elsewhere that the
padlitica content of a settlement will have to account for the fad that the LTTE has already an army,
navy, policeand an ‘administration'’.

The LTTE has been widely criticised recently for bloating its 'army' by the conscription of children. An
unfazed Balasingam once more repeated the claim, first made by the Leader at the 10" April press
conference, that many underage children have been released to their parents. Thereality is that while
token releases of children have been made for publicity, many others have been esceping from the
'Eelam Army', and children have continually been conscripted even as LTTE leaders have voiced
pledges to the contrary.

It is against this backdrop that the Government and the LTTE have ayreed to set up threesub-
committees including one to canvassfunds from foreign donors and undertake the rehabilit ation o the
North-East. Clealy, whil e there may be commercial opportunities for some government ministers and
their agents in Colombo, the actual control on the ground will be exercised solely by the LTTE. The
Government apparently could not care lessand Norway and the International Community have all owed
totalitarian control to take root before their very eyes.

The LTTE has for some time been bringing local and international NGOs effectively under its control.
Veiled warnings have been given to those who persisted in keeing their independence or tried to take
up the isaue of children. With the cnnvance of Norway and the Sri Lankan Government, the LTTE has
in eff ect creaed a situation where the rehabilit ation o war-affected children, and of child soldiers
whom the LTTE is pledged to disband, will entirely be in its hands!

3. The Implications of Continuing Child Conscription and the LTTE's Norway-
Sponsored Public Relations

The longrunning tragedy of the LTTE's use of child soldiers has drawn much global attention. Hopes
that this problem is being dealt with successully have been raised by international organisations against
new pledges and claims made by the LTTE. In raising this issue we have always sought to go deeper
because it has awhadle series of ramificaions. Child conscription activity, along with extortion and
attacks on dissent, go to the heat of the LT TE's relationship with the people. Tryingto deal with it in
isolation of the broader issues of human rights and the LTTE's ideology will continue to yield results
that are transparently deceptive.

3.1 Basic conditions of child rehabilitation:

Psychalogist Dr. Elizabeth Jareg, advisor to Save the Children Fund, spoke to the Sunday Times
(29.09.02 onthe rehabili tation of ravaged children. Referring to the social and cultural vaauum that
comes with peace, she said that it is often fill ed with undesirable activity, such as being drawn to watch
gruesome video shows. Thisisan LTTE speciality in children's entertainment. It is all the time invading
schods and community centres and setting upcommemorations to show its 'action’ videos. The
symbolism with which it adorns even chil dren's parks can only be described as gruesome.



Dr. Jareg added that it was impossible to get involved in rehabilit ation projects without a clea
commitment to disarm. She said that children have to be completely in civilian handsif they areto
benefit.

Can such conditions be even remotely met under LTTE supervised rehabilit ation of children? No less
important are the questions on which the outcome of the entire peace processhinges: Isthe LTTE
serious in its commitment not to reauit children o at least not to take them in forcibly? Is it serious
about its pledge to discharge child soldiers and restore them to their famili es; or, do child soldiers
remain an important component of its ‘army' to maintain a show of 'strength’ against the Government?

3.2The LTTE's position:

Apart from general statements made by top LTTE leaders, claims of a more specific nature have
emerged from Mr.Sinniah, an LTTE representative on the SLMM's Locd Monitoring Committee
(LMC) in Batticdoa, and from Jay Maheswaran, LTTE representative in the Thai and Oslo peacetalks
and from the LTTE's rehabilit ation unit. Mr.Sinniah's claims are given in Section 4.4 d our Special
Report No 15. Maheswaran made his remarks on the final day of the conference on child rehabili tation
organised by Save the Children Fund at the BMICH from 1% to 3 October.

Their version is essntially that the LTTE does not recruit children and has only temporary custody of
children who came to them on their own. These, they claimed, were children who faced problems at
home due to such causes as poverty and marital breakdown. The LTTE, they averred, was looking after
these children and intended restoring them to their families when the latter are in a position to have
them. Most surprisingly, the SLMM's head, General Trond Furuhovde's reading d the situation went far
to support the claims of these LTTE functionaries.

3.3 SLMM's General Furuhovde on child soldiers

General Furuhovde, the Norwegian government appanteewho heads the SLMM, talked about child
soldiers when he aldressed the Foreign Correspondents' Association in Colombo over dinner on 30"
September. Whil e saying that the LTTE was all owing underage combatants to return home, he
contented that more needed to be dore (seeAFP report, Daily Mirror 5.10.02.

Furuhovde said it was important to understand the circumstances that led to the reauitment of child
soldiers and it was not a mere 'black and white' isaue.

He said that poverty had forced some children to join the rebels. Demobilisation of child soldiers, about
which he said that the LTTE was srious, was now posing chall enges to humanitarian agencies in an
areawhere there were hardly any fadli ties to rehabilitate them. "The LTTE neals suppat in the way
theyare adjusting to achanging situation”, Furuhovde said, "It is important they get the suppart.
Sending the dhild soldiers home was naot sufficient and they need suppat to integrate in society and go
back to schod."

Remarkably, much of this can usefully be said by LTTE spokesmen at funding sessons such as the one
hosted in Oslo. According to correspondents present at the dinner, the General made it fairly clear that
maintaining the ceae-fire should receive priority over human rights - a position he may have modified
later in October (seeBulletin N0.29).

We will examine the aurrent situation by addressng the claims above one by one. Firstly, if
demobili sation of children were the aurrent norm, one would at least exped that orders have gone down
the line not to conscript or recruit children.



3.4 Internal orders and public relations:

During late October, nearly four weeks after Furuhovde's peech, Karuna, the mili tary commander for
the East gave instructions to his local arealeaders. He once more asked them to expedite the compili ng
of maps and videos of seaurity forces campsin their area We had ealier (Special Report No.15) quoted
him telli ng those who had been confined to barradks on the completion of training rot to be impatient
and that they will seeaction soon.

Karuna also asked hislocal leaders to swell their numbers by exerting themselves more zealously in
conscription. We reli ably understand that the local |eaders made known their unhappinesson this sore,
sincetheir conscription activity has been meeting with increasingly determined resistance from the
populace A greaer number of them have been complaining promptly to the SLMM and this creates
problemsfor the LTTE.

On 31% October the L TTE in Batticaloa summoned vill age headmen, Samurdhi and Rural Development
Society officials from several areas to ameding at its officein Karadian Aru. These aeas included
Pavatkodichchenai, Karadian Aru, Illupadichchenai and K oduwamadhu. They were aldressed by the
padlitica head, Kausalyan. They were pressed to find rearuits and told that these persons must be
delivered to locations as instructed.

During the same period an apparently contradictory message was given to journalists immoned for a
meding at the Kokkadichchdai office of the LTTE. Addressng them, Kausalyan and Ramanan said
that the fighting is over and now it is time for warfare in educational advancement and economic
upliftment. The journalists were told that they must firmly be withthe LTTE. The LTTE has also, we
understand, issued instructions to compil e lists of families that have contributed a member to the
LTTE's military cause. They have been promised a house and Rs. 1 lakh in cash uponthe LTTE
aaqquiring the North-East administration.

About 10" November Karuna, after he returned from the 2™ round of talks in Bangkok, addressed many
of his subordinates in Tharavai. Thistime, according to L TTE sources, he adknowledged the difficulties
in carying anthe kind of forced conscription begun in August 2001.He asked them to use methods of
enticement that the privil eged position of the organisation and its new accessto resources would permit.
These include promise of privileges for the family and social importance coming from power and
vehicles in which to run about. At the same time, he told them that the peaceprocesswill nat last and
there will be war. What this dual approach shows is adaptation and a change of tadics rather than of
substance Strengthening the LT TE's totalitarian control has counterbalanced any restraint imposed by
monitoring mecdhanisms.

3.5 Conscription-related incidents after the SLMM Head's speech

The caes below pertain to asmall fraction of the total that came to our notice. We have said before, and
is also evident from newspaper reports cited below, that cases of conscription come to light mostly
when a conscript escapes or becomes a victim of murder or torture. All cases of conscription below took
placeafter the SLMM Head's peech and Jay Maheswaran's claims at the SCF conference on 3™
October.

6" October 2002: Miss. Indumathy Subramaniam (13), Pilaly Vembu, Vellavelly, Batticaola
District: Indumathy (born 6.12.1998, is the second of two children of the Subramainams. The eldest, a
bay, is married. Indumathy was forcibly removed for training on 6™ October by Sadha M aster, the
LTTE'sVelavelly arealeader.



6" October 2002: Miss. P. Chadraleka (16), Batticaoa: Chandraleka, was forcibley removed from her
home by two female members of the LTTE who came on a motorcycle. She complained to the Urani
Police after escaping from the Kaluwankerny camp the foll owing day (Daily Mirror 8.10.02. She
complained that the two LT TE women had assaulted her mother and threatened her patents with
bombing the house unless $ie was handed over to them.

12" October: Miss. Lajitha Athmalingam (15) , Kalkudah: The girl who is from Pasikudah Rd,
Kakudah was a grade 9 student at Valaichaena Hindu College. She was forcibly conscripted by the
LTTE on 12" February 2002and taken to the Suwarmalai training camp. Since then she had shown
strong signs of rejeding what was imposed on her. She was punished with torture, first by Women's
leader and camp leader, Theenthamil. Subsequently, she was tuned over to Theenthamil's deputy,
Nedamuhi, who tied Lajitha's hands and legs and burnt her hands and legs with a heated iron rod.
Lajitha became very ill and completely uselessto the group. The LTTE brought her back home on 12"
October. She is now with friends seeking a new life away from her former home. Such problems are
inherent when the LTTE blindly conscripts children having close relatives with diff erent political
conwvictions, whom it treaed brutally. (See threefurther cases of torture of conscripts in Section 2 of our
Spedal Report 14).

18" October 2002: Senaikkudiyir uppu, Batticaloa District: Though in the government controll ed
areain the Eravur Division, the vill age borders the LTTE controll ed area to the north. Theepalogan, the
LTTE arealeader for Earavur 5, entered the vill age with an abduction team and forcibly removed 12
girls amidst agonised protest by the parents. All the girls were students of the Government Central
College for Girls. They were taken in a Dolphin van and handed over to Gadaffi at Tharavai. (See
Spedal Report No.13for a cae of sexual assault and attempted rape by Gadaffi.)

The names of the 12 girls who were forcibly conscripted are given below with the ayes in brackets:

1) Miss. Pavaji Kandasamy (15),

2.) Miss. Rajani Baba (15),

3.) Miss. Sumathy Suntharalingam (15),
4.) Miss. Prabajini Nadaraja (15),

5.) Miss. Mallika K opalasingham (15),
6.) Miss. Rajani Koplasingham (15),

7.) Miss. Sutha Sathasivam (16),

8.) Miss. Amutha Thavarajah (16),

9.) Miss. Subashini Vadivelu (16),

10.)  Miss. Tharshini Maniam (16),
11.)  Miss. Rathy Thambippillai (16),
12) MissMiss. Amutha Thambirasa (16).

29" October 2002: Miss. Sumathy K rishapillai (17): Morakkottanchenai, Batticaloa District: The girl
who had recently turned 17 (born 10" Oct. 1985 was forcibly removed in the presence of her parents by
the local arealeader and handed over to Jim Kelly Thaththa at the Kudumbi K ottai camp. A large
number of those conscripted in Batticaloa since August 2001 are now posted in several camps. Apart
from the main camp at Tharavai, some of the other camps having large numbers are & Vannaththiaru,
Kudumbimalai, Veppaveduvan, Karadianaru, Kalapoddamadu, Mylavedduvan, Vitapanamadu and

Silli kudiaru (Commandos). The message at that time was that war is imminent.



The LTTE has been all owed to impose its network of terror to such an extent in government controll ed
areasthat information on conscription is becoming much harder to come by. The situation is sich that
even persons in the same vill age or street are hardly aware of conscription taking place Their position
is, "We do not go and inquire. We will get marked.” The foll owing media reports of escgpees give an
ideaof the diversity of situations in which conscription is taking place. This too represents a small
fraction of those who escape at the risk of draconian purishment and seek help from the Police.

3.6 Escapees: A Story of its Own

Thelsland 14" October: Five schod children who had been conscripted by the LTTE, and were
undergoing training in interior Batticaola, escgped the previous day and surrendered to the Policein
Maha Oya. They are Jegan, Vasanthan, Prakash, Madhavan and Vinodhan. Two of them said that
they had been abducted on their way to schod in Batticaloa. The other threehad been abducted while
attending tuition classes. The Police said that they had been handed over to their parents.

Thelsland 17" October: Five youths, mainly from the Kinniya aeain the TrincomaleeDistrict,
escgped from the Uppaa training camp o the LTTE and sought help from Fr. Joseph Dunstan of St.
Anthory's Church, Mutur, about 2.30PM, October 14™. They are A. Kithnam (21), K. Sudhaharan
(17), M. Jegan (16), N. Sivapalan (15) and S. Suman (15). The Church handed them over to the next
of kinwith the aid o the Police The youths were evidently under punishment by the LTTE. Details of
how they cameto be in the LTTE were not given (original source: SL Army web site).

The Daily Mirror 25" October: Five girls escgped from atraining camp in the K anjikudichcharu -
Rufus Kulam areaiin the Amparai District on 21% October. They made their escape when all owed to go
for awash after training. They encountered a farmer who directed them to the Bakkiell a Poli ce station
where they reported on the 23", They are:

P. Udayakuari (15) of Alaiday St., Mandur: Abducted by the LTTE on 7" October when she went to
buy sugar at a neaby shop.

G. Sugandini (16), also of Alaiady St., Mandur: Abducted on 28" September while on the way to the
paddy field.

S. Shanthini (16) of Ganeshapuram, Mandur: Forcibly removed from home on 7" October.

A. Sashikumari (16) of Vinayagapuram, Thirukkovil : Abducted on her way to the farm by two armed
men on amotor cycle.

V. Radidevi (17) of Bakkiella: Forcibly removed from home on 2™ October.

Thelsland 28" October: Miss. Mayuri Mahendran (15) escaped form the Illuppaichchenai training
camp and sought help from the Army at Sittandy. She was handed over to the Eravur Police N.
Kamalendran (16) escgped from the training camp at Pulukunawa and sought protedion from the
Police & the Piyangalaroadblock in Bakkiella. The Police made arangementsto hand him over to his
parents.

Most of the children above had been abducted by the LTTE from so-call ed government controlled aress.
Those who suggest that children join the LTTE because of poverty must ask themselves, where is the



evidence? Do children escgpe from the LTTE at enormous risk to go back to homes they left because of
poverty? They are moreover condemned to the permanent anxiety of being caught by the LTTE and
brutally punished (see Special Reports 13 and 14). Escgpe is a continuing phenomenon, but most
escgpees ek out relatives and do not go to the Police.

3.7 Martyrs' Day, 27" November, a Change of Tactics:

New difficulties over conscription arose from people becoming more famili ar with monitoring
mechanisms as pointed out. International concern toowas omething the LT TE could not disregard
blatantly. Conscription activity was at low key during November, while the LTTE direded most of its
energies in preparing to doserve Martyrs Day on agrand scale. Its control of the administration, local
councilsand all other aspects of public life was used to full effect in making the occasion agrand
carnival. Intowns, schods (Mahajana Coll ege in Batticaloa) were used as centres for exhibition of
pictures of deal cadres.

Organisations, clubs and businesses were ordered to provide cah. In Batticaloa, special lighting was
ordered from Colombo and there was music, fanfare and drama. Obeying orders from their new masters,
government servants came well-dressed, weaing tie, to act as ushers and helpers. It was an intrusion
into the people's lives and purses that they resented, bu a high attendance was ensured.

Schod chil dren were the group specially targetted by the LTTE. The 27" being aschod day, many
parents kept their children at home. Those who went often got lost in the canival atamosphere. Several
children who went to schod in Kalmunai ended up attending the ceemony in Kanji kudichcharu and
returned home the foll owing morning. More would have gone but for the fact that the LTTE could not
muster enough transport. It istoo early to assessits effects, but one report from Batticaloa may prove
thetip of the iceberg, even though the immediate impad of the festivities on requitment appeas very
low key.

Five boys who went for the exhibition at Mahajana Coll ege, Batticdoa, together joined the LTTE. The
parents of one boy who was 14 or 15were & alosswhereto find him and went to both the ICRCand
the SLMM. They both reportedly told the parents to find out in which camp the child was and they
would try to get him out. The parents contaded well wishers whom they hoped would have some
influence and also went to Senathy, the political head of the LTTE in Batticaloa. They told Senathy that
the boy was their only son. Senathy gave them a letter to the LT TE's Kokkadichcholai office requesting
to find the boy. The parents delivered the letter and in good time the boy was delivered at home.

And so Senathy eaned a name for being reasonable and accommodative. However, the same sources
said that of the five boys two were released and three arewiththe LTTE. The LTTE's right to take in
underage children will not be questioned, bu the LTTE will play it by ea, case by case, depending
who is pursuing the matter and what influence they have. Senathy, as our ealier reports would show,
was involved in forced conscription in its crudest forms while he was arealeader in Valaichenai.

We have pointed out that oncethe LTTE is given the full powers of atotalitarian state, it would not
need to conscript children by crude force It will surround itself with an aura of divine aithority and use
persons from university ledurers, religious lealers, senior government officers and schod principals to
inveigle other people's children into the organisation. It happened in Jaffnain the ealy 199Gs. The
children of university dons who unexpededly joined the LT TE were released as a special favour, while
some professors acted as pied pipers, piping to aher people's children.



4 How Serious is the LTTE About Releasing Children?

So far the LTTE has not responded to speafic complaints on conscription raised by the SLMM in
Batticdoa. In Battica oa, moreover, the SLMM has garted receiving a spate of complaints from parents
of children who were conscripted before the signing of the MoU in February. The LTTE representatives
on the LMC have resisted the position of others that these complaints fall within the purview of the
SLMM. In signing the MoU, the LTTE agreed to resped International Law that makes it unlawful for it
to hold persons against their will, more especially those who are underage.

An even greater travesty of International Law isto punish recaptured escepees by brutal torture, or to
hold parents or siblings of escgpees hostage (see apecially Special Report No.14). The Sundg Times of
17" November caries the grief-stricken picture of Mrs. Rasvalli K ovindasamy, whose husband K andiah
Kovindasamy was taken hostage by the LTTE on account of their escgoee son Rajeevan. She sought the
SLMM's help to dotain the signature of her husband, a government employeg so that she could coll ect
his salary. A further recent case, of Sothy of Pt. Pedro, is given below in Sedion 14.2.

It isagame with no end in sight. The optimists reason that by pushing the LTTE to make token releases
of children from time to time, they might precipitate the real thing. The LTTE's reasoning is no doubt
the opposite - that token releases of a couple of dozen would confuse international opinion and stave off
concerted action against their organisation.

In this connedion, well-placed sources charge that the GoSL and Norwegians manoeuvred successully
at the LTTE's behest to postpore the scheduled visit to Sri Lanka of Olara Ottunu's UN mission on child
soldiers. However, " The Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers" submitted recently countrywise
briefs on the use of child soldiers to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. This was done for the
339 sesgon of the latter's Pre-Sessional Working Group, scheduled for 3-7 February 2003.

It stated in the summary that, "For this ssson, the Codliti on believes the courtry of highest priority is
Si Lanka, followed by (in this order) Libya, Zambia, Cyprus, Eritrea, Kazakhstan, Sria andJamaica.
The only courtry reporting to the CRC at this ssdon that has a straight-18 record on not reauiting
children as @ldiers is Morocco.

At the date this report was submitted, oy two o these auntries (Kazakhstan andMorocoo) hadsigned
the Optiond Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and orhy two more hadratified
(Jamaica and i Lanka)."

Further in apressrelease issued on 7" November 2002, " The Coalition to Stop the Use of Child
Soldiers" stated :

" The Coalition's own report urges the Sea etary-General andthe Seaurity Courcil to
ensure that Resolution 1379s used to its maximum potential -

reagrising that some of the courtries with the most sevee dild soldier

problems, such as Myanmar, Colombia andSi Lanka, are at serious risk

of being excluded from the Seaetary-General's report.....

Children asyoung & eleven are forcibly rea uited into Myanmar's

nationd army. With anestimated 70,000children in its ranks, it isthe world's
largest single user of child soldiers. In Colombia, there are an

estimate 6,000to 14,000child soldiers. Boys and grls as young & 8 years old
arerequited into armed groups, paramilitaries andmiliti as. In Si Lanka,
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the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Edlam (LTTE) hasalongreard of using
child soldiers as well asa rewrd of breaking commitments to end their
reauitment and tse......

Further, mounting evidence of child requitment by the LTTE was brought to the public domain by
prominent organisations, including Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch. But the LTTE
spokesman Anton Balasingam and its propaganda madine continue to deny these reports. Moreover,
Balasingham has been privil eged to make these denials in public fora alongside government
representatives from Norway and Sri Lanka. This unusua concurrence shows two things.

For the Government, as with the LTTE, human rights and other issues of propriety are tactica wegpons
to be used against the alversary when it suits them. They have no real commitment to these values. At
present they both are on the same side, covering upfor and propping up one another for their short-term
padlitica survival. But Norway portrays herself as a front-runner in human rights and, especially, child
rights. For her to exploit her image to whitewash and legitimise atotalitarian force & part of strategic
calculations in "peace making", is bound have enormous repercussions. Being wil fully blind to the stark
context in Sri Lankawill have grave implicaions for the region's future. One hopes before it istoo late,
that Norway will seeit in her wisdom that the road to real peace lies in demanding aacountability from
al the adors, especially the Sri Lankan state and the LTTE, and not in strategic gopeasement.

5The LTTE and the uses of deprivation

There ae many ways in which people have facel deprivation because of the war: through lossof
breadwinners in general warfare; massaaes and disappeaances caused by the seaurity forces, the LTTE
and other armed groups in that order; masgve displacement, and through restrictions on economic
adivity. Inseaurity and humili ation at the hands of the state forces comprised the major thrust for
thousands of youths to join the various milit ant movements. Disill usionment and betrayal was the
feeling many experienced during the latter part of the 198Gs.

The LTTE'stotalitarian politics destroyed all healthier values of the struggle, which becane paralysed
by cynicism. In facing the lossof adive support from the mature, the LTTE deli berately contrived at
deprivation and vulnerabili ty to sustain its milit ary machine. This marked the alvent of child soldiers
and women fighters!

The possibili ty that children from vulnerable groups joined the LTTE through poverty-related causes
canna be discounted. But the larger issue concerns an arganisation consciously using the deprivation
among particular groups of children to conscript them by devious means. It further raises ominous
questions of charader regarding the leading sections of today's global Tamil civil society, for conniving
with this outrage rather than resisting it firmly. The very nature of conscriptionthat isin evidence and
the regular escapes from training camps are astrong indicaion that poverty is not the motive forceand
something else is happening mw. The neeals of child rehabili tation too cannot be assessed without an
independent study by qualified persons.

In the East

A similar situation has obtained in the East since August last year. In Special Report No.14 we gave
instances of the LTTE removing rations meant for the people from co-ops in areas under its control, as it
has been doing in the Vanni for several yeas. Recently this has even been extended to some
government controlled aress.
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The Valaichenai Co-op, 26" September 2002: The LTTE went to the Co-op in the government-
controll ed town north of Batticdoa and warned the Manager. He was told that all government officers
were now under them and that he was ading independently. The manager was ordered to hand over half
the government rations for the peopleto the LTTE. He ignored the order and distributed the goods
routinely among small er co-ops. When the LTTE came again, the Manager told them that he had done
his duty in distributing the goods where they belonged and they should deal with the small er co-ops.
The LTTE threatened him and forced him to recll the goods and give them what they wanted.

The means by which the LTTE has brought about poverty and ruin to many famili es are unprecedented.
They have resulted in depriving famili es of breadwinners and asingle adion, such as the one below
(where acomplaint was made to the SLMM), can affed many famili es.

Mrs. Ehambaram Indran, Periya Kalapoddamadu, Batticdoa District: The woman hes $x sonsand a
daughter, all of whom are married. She lost her husband a longtime ago and was living with her
youngest son, Amarasingham Varadargjan (25). About October last year Ramazan of the LTTE ordered
the woman to hand over Varadarajan. The mother refused, panting out that he was married and had the
responsibili ty of looking after their catle and paddy lands.

Ramazan came on 8" March 2002 (after the signing of the MoU) and removed 95 huffaloes worth Rs. 2
laks and 35goats worth Rs. 70,000and took them to Thanthamalai. Some animals were slaughtered and
sold openly. The family lost their income from milk - a125 hottles worth Rs.35000a day. 20 acres of
paddy land belonging to the family was also taken.

Mr.Vadivel, Santhiveli, Morakkottanchenai, Valaichenai Div, Batticaloa: Retired post master Vadivel
has two sons. The elder is a Samurdhi worker and the other, aschodboy. On 24™ September 2002,Jim
Kelly Thaththa, the leader of Kudumbimalai camp demanded that he hand over one of his sons. When
Mr. Vadivel refused, he was taken prisoner. The schodboy son then surrendered to the LTTE to have
his father released and later escaped. The LT TE came home and took the elder son hostage. Sincethe
family was dependent on the elder son, the schod boy son surrendered the second time to have his
brother released.

Mr. Nahalingam, Santhivili, Morakkottanchenai: Nahalingam is the father of two girls and two boys.
About the same time (late September) as the incident above, Jim Kelly T. demanded ane of his children.
When he refused, his two shops, two houses and 36acres of paddy land were confiscated by the LTTE.
One house now servesas an LTTE "political office". The family live a paupersin Kallady.

6 The SLMM's Inability and the Government's Deceit

The failure of the ICRCto make an impad on the use of child soldiers sinceits arrival in 1989should
have been a pointer to the intractable nature of the problem. If the SLMM Head's views cited above ae
any refledion an Norway's understanding d the problem, the prospects for the children are dim indeed.
The advocates of the peace processdo not want to hear bad news, even from persons with whom they
are closely associated. Regular reports on child recruitment and ather abuse of civili ans have been sent
from Battical oa to the Government's PeaceSecretariat, but no one there has dhowed much interest. It
were & though the letters have been dropped down a bottomlesswell.

The drive to surrender the people of the North-East to the LTTE and to canvassfunds for it to manage

them is based on astounding assumptions that fly in the face of common-sense. Any processthat
advances development and rehabilit ation with the people a beneficiaries must also promote democracy
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and the rule of law. The LTTE’s behaviour sincethe signing of the MoU does not suggest gred respect
for either. And Norway has apparently little to contribute in this regard -- not only have the Norwegian
monitors nat been able to stop child conscription, they have not even been able to proted escgpee
children from torture (sometimes leading to death) when apprehended or even prevent hostage taking of
family members.

We have repeatedly pointed out that any force that relies on such methods must necessarily be abitter
opponent of democracy, disent and the rule of law. Placing such aforcein charge of rehabili tation
would be an invitation for misappropriation and tyranny. For child soldiers it would be like putting the
wolf in charge of the shegp pen. It isto be expected then that the LTTE will try to ensure that there can
be no check on how it spends money. Meanwhil e life wil | continue to be brutish.

7 Mystery Surrounding the Deaths of Three Women

The caes below illustrate aparticular nuance confronting civili ans in the North-East. The government
forces and the LTTE cover up their own misdeeds, but are caeful about not confronting one another
with wrongdang directly. In fact they are encouraged to med regularly and iron aut their diff erences ©
asto stabili sethe ceae-fire. When tragedy strikes civili ans, they will get little help from either.

2" October 2002 Thambiluvil, Amparai District: Deah that is utterly inexplicable striking a seaure
middle-classfamily sends guch shock waves as to cause widespreal inseaurity. Mr s. Mehala

Sritharan's husband isalocal English teacher who also owvns a mill where dried chilli es are ground.

Her father M ehar ajah was a UNP supporter who had married in Padiatalawa, a mixed areain the

interior from which the Tamils were expelled in 1958. Mehala s mother' s elder sister had married alocd
Sinhalese businesgman, owing to which connedion she had relatives in the security forces. One in the
STFis sid to have visited the Sritharans recently.

About 9.00PM on 2™ October, two men came home on bicycles and asked Sritharan for chilli powder.
Sritharan told them through the window that it was not possible & the powder was in the mill . He then
opened the door and went out. The two men, who spoke in Tamil, claimed that they were from the
LTTE and wanted hm to accompany them to Vinayagapuram for an inquiry on a schod matter.
Sritharan, according to local sources, argued back saying that he would cometo the local LTTE office
the foll owing morning. He signall ed to his wife in English that something was amiss He then hit one of
the men, jJumped over the wall and escgped. The men shot at his wife who had come out and got away.
Sritharan returned within a few minutes with the front door neighbours to find Mehalain apoad of
blood. Mehalawho was taken to Thrukkovil Hospital in atractor-trail er was found dead on admission.

The bullets found in her body were identified as having come from a T-56. The dtackers left behind
plaster and a bandage, which were intended to silence the victims. They had also left behind a pair of
pliers, a Batarubber slipper and a bicycle. Initially many were inclined to susped the LTTE. But certain
bits of information that came to light subsequently appeaed to point elsewhere.

The people were uneasy that the STF and Poli ce seem to be blaming the LTTE rather than doing a
professional investigation. For example, the basic step o bringing a police dog to pick up the scent from
the slipper was nat taken. According to local sources, two men who all egedly had STF connections
visited a garage close to the Sritharans' and asked questions on the fatal day and the day preceding. The
garage owner who kegps his place open until about 11.00PM had on the fatal day closed at six and gone
away. He has reportedly not been avail able for comment.
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More to the paint are claims coming from neighbours that one of the youths who came home that night
is Bakery Balan's son, who was close to the STF. Reports in Thirukkowl claim that he left home and is
now staying with the STF. The LTTE too has not pressed matters far beyondsaying that they are trying
to arrest Bakery Balan's son. According to another source, Bakery Balan's son was detained by the
LTTE early this yea and later released. Such persons normally have multiple affili ations that are
tolerated by adversaries.

Late October, Thambiluvil: A story got around that alocal girl who was under training by the
LTTE died suddenly under mysterious circumstances. The reports said that she was buried seaetly
and the family was informed. Further inquiries brought responses that the girl was about 21 and
came from the dhoby community. It is also widely spoken that the girl was pregnant and had
committed suicide. Getting more detail s including the girl's name was hard going. The general
readion to casual inquiries was typically, "It istrue, but don't talk abou it. It is not safe!l™ Further
inquiries on the subjed elicited two stories with some similarities.

One said that the girl was pregnant and from the dhoby caste, but was from the Batticaloa District,
although she had relations in Thambiluvil. The other said that the girl, known as Devi or Rani, had
finished her training and was in alocal officein the Thirukkovil-Thambiluvil areawhen some members
of the public, possibly her relations, were present. At that time her leader Kiruparani (Sida) scolded her
over some matter. She was upset and committed suicide later. Her body was snt by van to her homein
Kauwankerny, Batticadoa District.

The two stories appea to refer to the same person. For girls from this gratum of society who are stalked
by tragedy, it frequently becomes their fate to go away unmourned and unramed, especially when the
cause is internal to the society.

22" October, K alnattinakulam, Vavuniya Dist.: L ucia Natchathiram whowent to the paddy fields
to attend to her goats on the 22™ evening, did ot return home. The vill agers who took out aseach
party found her body at 6.00AM on the 23, The post-mortem examination in VVavuniya Hospital
reveded that she had been gang raped and strangled. The people felt that the Policewere lukewarm in
their inquiries. The field where Lucia had last been is frequented by personnel form the Iratperiyakulam
army camp and home guards from the Sinhalese vill ages neaby.

8 The Dividends of Terror

The main factor determining ground conditions in the North-East is the LTTE's twenty yea investment
interror. The LTTE s phenomenal successconstantly leads outsiders to misjudge it. Several grave
issues neal to be addressed before we could speak meaningfully about rehabilit ation.

8.1 Continued Unchecked Attacks on Opponents

Under the guise of political work, the LTTE has increased attacks on political opponents. Interestingly
swords sam to have supplanted guns and grenades as the new wegpon in vogue among the LTTE, all
the way from Jaff na to Batticaloa. Those & top-level who have undoubtedly instigated this appear to
feel that the MoU forbids the use of guns, bu not swords. A sword was used in the LTTE-instigated
attack on the EPDP in Delft on 5™ October. K odewaran of SEP suffered cut injuries at the hands of the
LTTE in Kayts on 8" October.

Four LTTE men armed with swords and cudgels came on two motor cycles and attadked Soosamutthu
Alexander (Charles) (38), amember of the Chavakacheri Urban Council at 10.45PM on 1% November.
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Charles, who hed been visiting relatives in Malisanthy, Vadamaratchy, was about to mount his motor
cycle when he was accosted. He ran back into the house and defended himself with abed pole. The
attackers, who knocked down the lamp and attacked him, fled with Charles's motor cycle when the
people & home struck alight. Charles had received several injuries including adeep cut on his leg.
Those present identified two of the attackers as Bharathy and Dayawho are in charge of the LTTE's
Valvettithurai and Nelli ady offices respedively.

In Batticdoatown LTTE men have on several nights been doserved hanging about the homes of EPDP
and EPRLF(V) members. On 5™ November at 8.30PM, Ehambaramoorthy Pratheepan, the EPDP's
local leader, set off from home to the officein Bunting's Lane, not far away. The lights had just come on
after apower failure. As he was about to take the turn at the junction of Bunting's and Eeswara L anes,
he noticed several men masking their faces, waiting nea a blue van (57-9643 with tinted glasses.
Pratheepan accelerated his motor bike and dashed past to his office and returned with help. By then the
van and the intruders had vanished. They found in the shadows a sword 3fed long and a club. Others
about the placeinformed them that the intruders quickly discarded their wegpons as oon as the lights
came on. One of them was identified as Elil, who heads the LTTE's intelligencewing localy.

At the same time during the power failure, other LTTE men carrying along sword were observed lying
inwait neaby, outside the house of Bhaskaran of the EPRLF(V). He too normally returned from the
party office dout that time. These men too disappeaed as on asthe lights came on. Elil of

M ahil avedduwan and Sivakumar of Pudur have been identified as the LTTE men assgned to Batticaloa
town, to identify opponents, mark their movements and take cae of them.

The younger brother of Alahathurai of the EPRLF(V) in Batticaloalives in government-controll ed
Mandur. The LTTE's local political leader Ranjan summoned this younger brother over acommonplace
vill age quarrel. The latter, who had no political involvement, remarked that should he need any
intervention he would go to the Police This was conveyed to Ranjan by L TTE agents who also told him
that the youth's brother is in the EPRLF(V). On 12" November, Ranjan came in a pick up, thrashed this
youth badly and tried to take him to Palugamam in the LTTE-controlled areaby road. The STF tuned
them back, apparently, as theroad is not fully open.

The youth was then taken to Palugamam aaossthe lagoan by boat. There he was thrashed again,
cracking his <kin in several places. He wastold, "The whole world has now come to respect the LTTE,
who are you not come when you are called? Had it not been for the cease-fire we would have shot you!"
He was then dropped in his vill age with the warning that he should not tell anyone.

The next day (13" November), hiswife and her father had him warded at K aluwanchikudy Hospital and
complained to the SLMM in Batticaloa. It is learnt that the SLMM went immediately to the LTTE men
concerned and warned them severely over inflicting violence on civilians. The LTTE then went to
Kaluwanchikudy Hospital and demanded from the doctor that the patient be discharged to them. The
doctor refused and in the patient's interest transferred him to Batticaloa Hospital. The SLMM then took
video pictures of the youth's injuries. Its is now almost impossible for him to go back to Mandur.

On 21% November at 11.00PM, seven LTTE attackers arrived at the home of Rasaratnam Satyendra
(Arafat) of the EPDP in Pt. Pedro. Satyendra, who is 33 yeas old and the father of five girls, was
attacked with asword and clubs and suffered a aut injury on his arm. His wife Meenambikai who came
to stop the atackers also received cut injuries. Satyendra's 63 year old father Rasaratham and
neighbours who came to the aid of the couple were also beaten. The EPDP has identified the leaders of
the atack as VV T |leader Bharathy and Theepan of Karaveddy.
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8.2 Painting stripes on the Government Administration

When Jaff na's Additional GA was recently to succeed to the post of Government Agent, he was warned
by the LTTE not to accept the gopointment as chief administrator in Jaff na. The Government has now
appanted the LTTE's chaice, Mr. Pathmanthan, aformer GA, Jaff na, who was removed in 1998amidst
widespread all egations of corruption.

Why was Pathmanthan the LTTE's choice? To answer that we need orly look beck at the fate of some
other Government Agents in the North and East. Mr. Panchalingam, GA, Jaff na, was murdered by the
LTTE in 1989 (our Report, No 3). Among those kill ed by the LTTE were Makbod in 1985,a prominent
Muslim intellecual from Jaffnaand GA, Mannar, and several AGAs. Few months back, the last GA,
Batticdoa, left after he was reportedly threaened and slapped by asenior LTTE official. It is not that
these victims good on principle and declined to take instructions from the LTTE. Many had regularly
consulted the LTTE's wishes. But they were nat prepared to work solely as LTTE functionaries.

Against thisreoord, the reinstatement at the LTTE's behest of the former GA, who was widely regarded
as corrupt by the people, is clealy not to further their welfare. The LTTE wants GAs who will carry out
its orders without any qualms. The same GA was in charge during the infamous 1995exodus primarily
engineeed by the LTTE. Those who felt that the best course for the people was to stay on in Jaff na
City, appealed to the GA to release food rations from government stores to churches and other
institutions to med their needs. The GA, Mr. Pathmanathan, who met the delegation, abused and
derided them in such terms as 'You have gat too much fat have you? (' Ungaukku koluppu
metthippachuthu' - roughly meaning 'trying to be smart') for wanting to stay against the LTTE's orders.
Hetold them that they had better leave.

Recently, instructions have been given to accommodate the LTTE in administrative meetings of local
councils in Jaff na. This appears to be amove to corner elected councill ors who may not support the
LTTE. Several Jaffna councils had ealier passed resolutions condemning extortion by the LTTE. The
inclusion of the LTTE in such medings, aids the group s covert take-over of the alministration of the
North-East to the exclusion of basic accountabili ty.

8.3 Law enforcement and the dividends of terror in Jaffna

In all recent cases of attacks by the LTTE on its pdlitical opponents, complaints were duly made to the
Police, in which the atackers were named. No action has been taken. In the cases of PLOTE councill or
Jeyachandran who was attacked by Pagpaa in October and of Charles abowe, the LTTE also stole their
motorcycles. The Police have not taken any action. The Police Force has become so debased that it is
routinely abused by the party in power, leading to the institutionalisation of widespread corruption. Not
surprisingly, this ssme Force cane readymade in turn for use by the LTTE.

The PTA, which guided policebehaviour from 1979 made it insensitive to the rule of law and the rights
of the citizen. Its even older ethnic bias created humiliation and inseaurity for the ordinary Tamil

people. Like every arm of the state goparatus, which has atrophied over the years, the Police too could
readily be manipulated and used by the LTTE when it enjoys the blessings of the ruling party. The
LTTE'sinvestment in terror is now regping handsome dividends, further boosted by incorporating the
state goparatus.

In spite of the general decay in the country, several magistrates in the South do struggle to preserve their

independence and lawyers do brave intimidation to represent the interests of clients out of favour with
the powers that be. In the North-East, however, there is no semblance of judicial independencewhen it
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comestothe LTTE. There is absolutely no prospect of finding a lawyer to represent a victim of the
LTTE or to argue ayainst aline it haslaid down. It is shee terror that rules.

There is nothing remarkable in all this. It was all foreseen by those with a common sense understanding
of the LTTE when the Prime Minister outlined his plans for peace & the 1999 pesidential stakes. The
peacelobby now expressing concern about human rights and justice, then simply applauded.

9 Norway: Up Against the Limitations of Realpolitik

When Norway helped carve out the cease-fire pact that started the parties down the road to talks, Sri
Lanka had a new government with few scruples [and a human rights record from its previous termsin
office that was among the worst in the world]. The UNF (UNP), which hoped to reg some elusive
econamic dividends, was willi ng to sell the people of the North-East down the river to appease the
LTTE and end the war. By tryingto run a peaceprocessaong these parameters, the Norwegians too
proved that they hardly have more scruples. What may perhaps disturb them is the unravelling d their
supposed competence & peacemakers.

Those in the North-East who know the truth are compelled to bear the consequences in silenceand
watch with equanimity. Meanwhil e, the Norwegian government lionizes their oppressors and organises
pressconferences and photo gpportunities for Balasingam's equivocations! All this is done in the name
of realpolitik. Whether thiswill be apeacetrap for Balasingam, and eventually the LTTE, or the final
trap to fix the Tamil peopleinthe Tiger cage and dump them in the Indian Ocean, only time will tell.

Thus after the second round of Thailand talks on 3" November, Balasingham in the company of
Minister G.L. Peiris told the world that far from conscripting children, they look after chil dren without
proper homes. He further commended their NGO, the Tamil Refugees Organization (TRO), as having
plans, among which the rehabili tation of children, for which they hoped to get funds from donors. The
TRO was afront organisation supposedly coll ecting money for refugees at home from expatriates. One
could assume that next to nothing of this reached the refugees, given the objedive fad that the LTTE
was even depriving refugees of government rations.

Even today the state of the people in Vanni under LTTE control has not changed in many crucial
respects. The LTTE still controls the distribution of rations and Vill age Headmen (Grama Sevakas or
GSs) prepareinflated lists and carry out the wishes of the LTTE. Along with the LTTE many GSstoo
are enriching themselves at the expense of the people. Most essential goods are taxed as before. The
customs check when entering the LTTE area continues to be more rigorous than at Katunayake
International Airport. Items taken for personal usetoo are caefully taxed. Items such as plastic buckets
sent for refugees by the Rehabili tation Ministry are, according to persons living there, simply taken over
by the LTTE.

Anton Balasingam also vowed that they would all ow opposition groups to function. By way of
qualification he also used the word 'assimil ation'. The subtle, but ominous, euphemism was largely lost
in the journalistic reporting. For observers famili ar the LTTE's past treatment of political opponents and
its current attacks on whatever remains of Tamil opposition, 'digesting' them would have been more
acarate.

The Norwegians have alot to answer for as they sit through this deception, applauding the progress of

peaceand ignoring the LTTE's misdeeds. This is what the Heal of the SLMM did with regard to the
LTTE and child soldiers, canvassng support for the LTTE.

17



The MoU that termed the opposition as Tamil paramili taries to be disarmed conferred onthe LTTE an
air of legitimacy - no doligation was placel on them to disavow their past. Why did the SLMM
immediately call for acommission of inquiry when two LT TE men were beaten up in Kayts, bu chose
to remain silent on the LTTE's continuing attacks on the opposition and the disappeaance of four
persons from the EPRLF (V)? The message coming from Norway is that the Tamil opposition and
internal dissent are anuisance to the kind of peacethey want.

A most controversial aspect of Norway's role is the provision in the MoU giving the LTTE accessto
government controlled areas for "politicad work' with no reciprocity conceded to other politica groups.
The matter was made worse by the President being kept in the dark on such matters, until after the MoU
was sgned. Negatiations required no more than a separation of forces. The mischief doneis all too
evident today. The LTTE's thuggery did not stop with politica opponents. The victims included the
Hartley College principal and Balasubramania Kurukkal, aHindu priest who had met the President a

yea ago.

Even as Norway was preparing to host a funding sesson for the LT TE to do rehabili tation work, the
LTTE was launching another ‘people's protest' to evict the EPDP from Jaff na. This foll ows a series of
threats and attacks since September (seeBulletin N0.29).

10 Moves to Oust the EPDP from Jaffna

Following the LT TE-instigated attack on the EPDP in Delft Island on 5™ October, the handful of EPDP
men left when the SLMM too was unable to give guarantees for their seaurity. It became an isue in the
South and President Kumaratunga clled for a poli ce report on the matter. She may also have her
padlitica reasons for it, while the Government too may be worried about such precedents becoming the
pattern. An enhanced contingent of the EPDP of about 40 men returned to Delft under navy escort on
17" November. The police presencetoo hed been strengthened. Despite L TTE attempts to bring
outsiders and instigate ariot to dislodge them, they stayed on. According to an EPDP statement, the
SLMM suggested that the EPDP pull out and sort out the matter through negotiation. It added that they
(the EPDP) expressed willi ngnessto do so provided the LTTE too pulled out, to which the SLMM
threatened to report them to the European Union!

In the night of Wednesday 20" November, two firebombs were thrown at the EPDP officein
Chavakacheri. On the 21% L TTE agents, nat with great success collected people on the roads and
schod children to demonstrate & the EPDP's Sridhar Theatre officein Jaff na, caling upa the EPDP to
get out. Earlier, NGOs under the LTTE's umbrella gave the SLMM a petition calli ng for the removal of
the EPDP. The demonstration was addressed by Gajendran, former LTTE-sponsored Jaff na University
student leader. When the LTTE was given entry to Jaffnain April, Gajendran in awelcome speech at
the Nallur Temple threaened the Army that if they did not leave Jaff na, they would finish up fertili sing
its ©il. Hiswhade speech at the demonstration was essentially, 'EPDP dogs get out'

[lamparithy (formally Aanjaneyar, LTTE 'spoltical leader in Jaffna), told the media that the
'people’ wanted the EPDP to leave. It was he who ardered the dtack on the Hartley Coll ege principal.
Also joining the ay for the removal of the EPDP from Delft are the TULF, its TNA partners, and the
UNP member for Jaff na. Among them, there is intense cmpetition to winthe LTTE's favour to ensure
their continuance in Parliament. According to sources in Jaff na, the UNP member, who was openly
using his thugs to attack and humili ate EPDP supporters at the last elections, has vowed to get the EPDP
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out of Delft. It is known in Jaff na that this UNP member 'Kerosene Maheswaran's linetothe LTTE is,
"You cannd trust the TULF (except for my businesspartner Ravi) or the TNA, you cannd trust Prime
Minister Wickremasinghe, but | remain, your humble and oledient servant.”

11 The TULF's Position on the EPDP: Back to the Duraiappah Days

Now that Balasingam had stated plainly in the famous Sakthy TV interview that the TNA are their (the
LTTE's) minions, there is nothing surprising in the TNA MPs having withheld their support for the
Government's Interior Ministry vote, demanding that it close down the EPDP's Delft office Their
campaign marks alow ebb in Tamil politics, revealing the ugly wreckage strewn among the shingles.

The TULF's charges about the EPDP's anti-democratic pradices in the Islands, which it controlled for
ten yeas, are largely true. Its (the TULF's) dishonest intentions are however evident in what it does not
say. During the same period the LTTE kill ed thousands of Tamils, whom it branded traitors, in its
prisons, including elderly TULF supporters. Sincethe Army retook Jaffnain 1996the LTTE has kill ed
scores of ordinary civilians in the peninsulaincluding at least 5 leading TULF figures. Thiswas
violencethat is ideologicd and institutional. It is both in quantity and quelity vastly different from
anything the EPDP can be aedited with.

The TULF/TNA would have been onvery legitimate grounds had they demanded poli ce protection to
set up an officein Delft and challenge the EPDP. Their demand is that the Government should pull out
the EPDP and surrender the people to the LT TE's draconian regime, as the TULF have done their souls.
In their barrage against the EPDP, the TULF have forgotten to mention that the LTTE is not only
present in the Delft, bu isthe sole caise of the aurrent violence. They hardly mentioned ore incident of
misdemeanour by the EPDP in the last ten months. They have invariably been the victims.

Indead, the TULF is deliberately engaging in doublespeak. The TULF leader has remained sil ent.
Several senior TULFers outwardly crusading against the EPDP have been sending private messages to
ressure them, even as Maheswaran is reportedly pressng the LTTE to arder them into the bull ring.
They have no doubt that should the LTTE succeed in throwing the EPDP and other opposition groups
out of the North-East, they would be next.

The TULF know that they, and not the EPDP, are the authors, not only of ideologicdly direded

padlitica violence bu also d the dysmal level of padlitical discourse in Tamil society. Their purely
opportunistic tirade against Alfred Duraiappah as atraitor, instigated his murder and the birth of the
LTTE, which in turn made them traitors. To quote Izeth Hussain, "...the Vellalah Tamil pdlitical elites
who started dff by trying to carve out an exclusive political boroughfor themselves, have ended up &
the retainers of the 'boys' (andgirls) theythougt they could deploy for their elititarian ends. Theyhave
in afinal admisson d their historical obsolescence, naminated the LTTE as the sole representative of
the Tamil-speaking people” (The Island 8"& 11" Nov.02).

Having brought the community into this hopelessmorass what did the TULF do to get them out? They
went under the LT TE's umbrellain time for last December's eledions and hid their nakednessby going
badk to the great days of Duraiappah bashing! Thistime their target was the EPDP who were roundly
abused as traitors and worse. When the TULF holds up the EPDP's fatal attack on the TNA eledion
procession in Velanai as an instance of itsvill ainy, it is well to remember that there was no virtue on its
side. When yaung LTTE spokesmen like Gajendran use ausive language that will shame any society,
one must remember that they learnt it from their TULF pee's. Were the EPDP the hated and
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contemptible nonentity the TULF and LTTE claim it is, why do they waste such inordinate eff ort
worrying about a small disarmed group? Last December's election results give us the answer.

12 Some Home Truths on Sole Representation

The Tamil opposition in the North-East faced a very unequal contest at the December 2001
parliamentary eledions. The LTTE's terror supported fully the ampaign of the TULF/TNA. The Tamil
media had almost become LTTE propaganda sheets - a processnow completed under the MoU.
Organised vote rigging using the huge non-resident vote was overwhelmingly in favour of the TNA (see
Bulletin No. 28). Even so the TULF/TNA, which deputised the LTTE, obtained votes accounting for
only 34% of the voters resident in the Jaff na District.

The TULF/TNA's percentage of the valid votes in Jaff nawas 55% as against the EPDP's 31%. Given
that the TULF was in afour-party ali ance, its sare of the 55% would have left it with a standing hardly
better than the EPDP's. Several senior TUL Fers admitted privately that the bulk of the EPDP's votes
were genuine, polled in areas outside Jaff na town and the Islands where it had very little prosped of
eledoral abuse. Whichever way one looks t it, it was a big come down for the brand o pdlitics
advanced by the LTTE/TULF/TNA.

It may berecdled that at the peak of the nationalist wave in 1977- the yea of the last free ad fair
eledions in Jaff na - the TULF polled more than 70% with a very high turnout. The message in 2001
was one of disil lusionment. In spite of an atmosphere of intimidation, many voted for the EPDP purely
inseach o an alternative. People, who are wary of the EPDP's opportunism and lack of principles, still
voted for them to signal their fea of an LTTE dispensation. That iswhy the LTTE and TULF hate the
EPDP. It has been instrumental in exposing them.

The more bluster there is from the LT TE lobby about a people's grugde to evict the EPDP from Jaff na,
lessconvincing are the fads on the ground. The 'huge protests' largely remain a aedion of the Tamil
media. The recent demonstration at the EPDP's Hff na office, where Gajendran poured abuse, colleded a
crowd o lessthan 150, d whom about 40 were university students. Last Deamber Gajendran had
mobili sed a large number of university students for elecion malpractice Fewer and fewer students have
been attending LT TE functions.

The louder Balasingam and his cohorts wax about the supremacy of the LTTE and its leader, the more
eloguent istheregjection inred life. Recently, the Colombo High Court slapped a200-yea prison
sentence on the man Balasingam declared both the President and Prime Minister of Tamil Eelam. The
sentenceis not without problems, given that several lealers in the South guilty of massmurder were
never tried in Court. When the LTTE organised protests, one might have expected a huge show of
indignation by the Tamil people with hundreds of thousands demonstrating on the streets. What resulted
was amassve show of indifference

In spite of the LTTE's eff orts, orly about 3000 participated in Jaff na on 8" November. Merely stating
that number does not however do justiceto an event that was notoriously a damp squib. The processon
was due to leave the Hindu Temple & the Jaff na University at 9.00AM, bu there was hardly a quorum.
The University's Dean of Arts had been asked to lead the processon and he had little choice. When the
procession did not take off, he told the organisers to call him from his officewhen they are realy.
Nothing happened for along time. Finally, the Dean was cdled at 11.00AM!
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The LTTE had desperately gone aound making loudspesker announcements, pleading with, cajoling
and forcing peopleto come. The Co-ops were ordered to release vehicles. At Kalviyankadu, a vehicle
was brought and people were @lled, bu hardly anyone responded. The modest number was finally
made up by bringing schod children from rural areas and teachers from atraining college. The Daily
News of 9" November reported a'three mile long processon’ comprising students, teachers,
representatives of NGOs, members of the fishermen's ociety, priests and members of the public. The
‘threemile long' adually refers to the distance walked!

This isthe general pattern. The LTTE was angry after the demonstration organised for the same purpose
in Batticaloa afew days ealier brought only about 200 people. The presence of the SLMM has also
limited the LTTE's abili ty to force people. What is happening today is a far cry from the aowds turning
up spontaneously for public occasions and protests down to the mid-1980s. Today's redlity is that the
LTTE has turned the Tamil Nation into an assand an asscan be terribly stubborn. Once used, the full
force of excruciating blows will fail to moveit.

Against thisredity, Balasingam's patronising off er to ‘asgmil ate' other Tamil groups is a pathetic
attempt at distorting reality. They appea credible only in the light of the Government and Norway
misguidedly rewarding terror at the expense of the people.

14 The Multiple Shafts of Terror

The LTTE's actions clearly reveal that it is very unhappy with the extent of defiance that still residesin
aterrorised society. It will continue to target individuals suspeded o independence in every sector of
society. Early in November, the LTTE bea up Balasubramania Kurukkal who dficiates nea the
Primary Section of Jaff na Hindu College. He was among delegates from the Association of Hindu
Clergy whom the EPDP had arranged to meet the President a yea ago. A clea pointer to the future is
the manner in which the LTTE has targetted the educational sector.

14.1 Weeding Out School Principals: The case of Hartley

From the day after the LT TE entered Jaffna, they had been making a bedine for schods. Hartley's
troubles began ealy when the Army refused the LTTE admission to the Hartley Coll ege and Methodist
Girls Schod sincethey are in a high security zone. The LT TE resorted to 'people's protests|, lealing to
the unruly one on 2™ September when the Army had to fire into the air to restore order.

The LTTE's immediate displeasure against the Hartley Principal Mr.Sripathy was based on three
matters. After the 2" September incident, he announced at the schod assembly that anyone intending to
go for ademonstration should not come to schod, but must proceed diredly from home. Anyone
coming to schod should not leave the premises until 2.30PM. Later, spe&king at a meeing between
leading principals and the amy command at Subhas Hotel, he explained the nature of MoU, which
provides for settling disputes between the LTTE and the Seaurity Forces through the SLMM . He alded
that there is no call on anyone to use students and civili ans in settling disputes. He further commended
the Army's restraint during the protest in spite of the provocation. The demonstrators, anong whom
contrary to media claims there were very few students, had damaged personal items of seaurity
personnel and contaminated their food items, sometimesin wlgar fashion. Mr. Sripathy told the
meding that in the particular incident the Army had behaved like Bodh Sédtvas.

On 19" September, the LTTE's pdlitical head Ilamparithy (Aanjaneyar) summoned the schod principals

of Vadamaratchy, nearly 70 d them, for a meeting at the regional DE's officeat Manthikai. According
to teaching circles in Jaff na, speaking of 'some principals without naming anyone, llamparithy listed the
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putative offences of the Hartley Principal. He then closed his eyes, after his peauliar mannerism when
saying something d-amatic and continued: "When rice shoots appear in the field they are
indistinguishable from weeds. In time the weeds put forth flowers when they are clearly identifiable.
Then comes the time to pluck them out." [lamparithy reminded the principals not to have ill usions that
the MoU would deter them from taking action against undesirable persons.

Two days after llamparithy's homily, about 15 goons attacked the principal a home in the night (see
Spedal Report No. 15). Some of the attackers have been identified as persons st up by thelocd LTTE
leader Nishantan, who also commandeeed a local minibus. Thetwo a so who led the dtad are
believed to be Il aparity's men from his home aeaof Meesalai, Thenmaratchy. Sincethen, the Central
College Principal has come under presaure from 'student protests to remove him. Teaching sources also
said that above 90% of the principals and 8% of the teachers are solidly hostiletothe LTTE's
adivities. But the LTTE isaiming for aclea field in the schods by using selective terror. Ilamparithy
made that clear. Once this regime is firmly rooted, conscription of children in its blatantly crude forms
will become unnecessary (seefor example Bulletin No 23 an the Vanni).

14.2 The Tamil Eelam Prison Service

When LTTE spokesmen vaunt their claims to statehood, they list their possesson of an army, navy,
padlice, courts and an administration. With good reason they fail to mention their pioneeing
adiievement towards datehood - the notorious complex of prisons built in 1990with Premadasa's
largesse (seeReports 9 & 10). Of the thousands held, the majority was kill ed. There has been no notable
Tamil dissident activity sincethen. However, given the nature of the LTTE and its paranoia, seaet
prisons are integral to its outlook. Recently there have been revelations about the new prison complex.
This does not appea to be the prison to which those sentenced in LTTE courts are sent. Nor it isthe
prison seen by Amnesty International delegates last June, after which they made some observations
which they thought were well recived.

The prison complex werefer to is located in dense jungle in the Vanni bordered by Muthiyankaddu,
Viswamadu and Udayarkaddu, rorth-east of Mankulam. As with several secret LTTE institutions in the
same aeg the ground has been cleared of shrubs, bu the cover of large trees huts out any view from
the air above. A wall topped with barbed wire surrounds the complex that is sveral aaesin extent. The
complex is divided into sections isolated from one another.

One ategory of inmates comprises traders travelli ng between LT TE and government-controlled areas
suspeded o passing information to the Army. A number of civilians acaised of being friendly with the
Army in areas retaken by the LTTE were also held in this complex. Most of them, we understand, were
released. Unlike in 1990,the system is more professional. Food is no longer atrocious, at least for the
softer categories who have been all owed to prepare their own meds. It is difficult to ascertain if there
are some long-term political prisoners being held over for special reasons.

Prisoners who have compared notes, estimate that about 700 prisoners inhabit that complex. There is no
indicaionthat any Sri Lankan seaurity personrel are held there. Witnesses who served inthe LTTE's
Border Forcesaid that alarge number of soldiers surrendered to the LTTE when it cgptured Elephant
Passand were led away. These sources however believe that the soldiers were all kill ed.

The indications are that this complex is presently operating off-season, as it were, at far below its full

cgoacity. It has been built more in anticipation d future rather than present needs. It would realise its
full potential when the hand-over of the North-East to the LTTE is complete.
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The kinds of persons and groups already under attack by the LTTE give an ideaof the prospedive
inmates of the complex. The LTTE has already abducted an unspecified number of persons from
government-controll ed areas, in complete violation of the MoU. Our recent reports have listed afew
abducted members of opposition parties. There is another category of missing persons with no political
affili ations who would be difficult to quantify.

Under the conditions of the MoU, a SeaTiger visited his family in Point Pedro. He then took a
commercial flight to Colombo, and is believed to have gone aroad. The LTTE arrested his father and
took him to the Vanni through the amy checkpoint at Muhamalai on the pilli on o amotor cycle. This
father is known popularly as Sothy, aformer employeeof Sri Murugan Pharmacy and resident of
Nagalingan Mudaliyar Lane, Pt. Pedro. He would na have been produced in any LTTE court. His
problem is now very common and how many there are like him, we annot tell. There is no question of
ICRCor SLMM accessto such detainees whom the LTTE will never admit holding.

Whilethe LTTE is urging various groups, and rightly, to have the Government repeal the PTA, it
continues to hald its own detainees incommunicado in complete travesty of International Law. This
dugicity is made worse by indications that it is planning for more. The need for these repressive
structures gives us an ideaof the kind of social order now mushrooming under the guise of peace

15 The Vanishing of the Middle Ground and Danger Signals in the South

The Government's peacestrategy isto hand over the North-East undfficially and use economic
incentives, along with the US as a scareaow, to control or underminethe LTTE. The LTTE has been
constrained or slowed down in some respects, such as by having to tolerate the SLMM, but has
continued to make decisive gains towards its objective of establishing fascist control. The Government
and Norway pretend that all iswell while the South isincreasingly skepticd.

The biggest losers in this game ae the Tamil people. Their fate is being decided, as it were, in a cittle
market. But thisis nat how it is sen in the South. Many Sinhalese who wished for ajust political
settlement have been overwhelmed by disbelief at how the present government is going about it. This
has resulted in a number of sober people losing their balance In their present articulations they can be
mistaken for those who argue that the Tamils have no problems, and are indeed privileged. Thereis a
definite nuancethat only the rights of the Sinhalese and Muslims are being jeopardised. The scandal of
child conscription becomes awegyon against the LTTE in the propaganda game, rather one that
bespeks the enormous tragedy and destruction suffered by a community condemned to sil ence.

Statements from the PA opposition and the President too have tended in this direction and are aimed at

cornering the Government rather than helping to solve the problem. In this climate the Tamils are being
closely identified with the LTTE, who, as it were, na only have asurfeit of rights, but are 'getting their
Eelam' at everyone else's expense. The other camp in the South - the peace activists - do not discussthe
rights and wrongs of the Tamil problem, bu largely identify peace with appeasing the LTTE.

Consequently, the middle ground in the South hes disappeaed. Thereis little acknowledgement that the
Tamils were, over many yeas, victims of violencethat enjoyed state complicity. Newspaper articles are
frequently recounting instances of violence ajainst Sinhalese and Muslims by the Tigers, while
pretending that its counterpart - the many times more severe and far more aulpable d@tadks on Tamil
civilians by the State - did not exist. The recent controversial court verdict acquitted those charged over
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the Army's Mahil antanai massaae - agruesome affair largely invalving elders and children. The lack of
comment shows that most people know the truth. It will stop there.

There is hardly any section in the South trying to find out independently the facts after an incident
invalving the seaurity forces and Tamil civilians. The recent incidents in Kanji rankudah and
Trincomalee(seeour Bulletin No.29) are more remarkable for the fact that truth can suffer such singular
distortion duing a peaceprocess In Trincomalee the padlicemen responsible for the deaths and injuries
appea to be getting away scot-free. In Kanjirankudah, both the Gunatill eke Commission and the
Magistrate gopear to have skipped the avkward questions arising out of the STF's sveral versions.
Only Tamils are complaining.

These developments have left even very moderate Tamils feeling disturbed and helpless Tamil civilians
have been reduced to the state of 'scavengers (‘porukki') for the LTTE to fashion their disenchantment
into human dynamite. If thisisthe kind of justice the Tamils receive during a peace process what hope
isthere for them if war resumes? The country moves degoer into crisis against the growing smug and
self-serving presumption in the South that Tamils are invariably liars. The whole system works that
way. Take for example the repulsive manner in which officialdom, from the President downward,
handled the 1995bombing of refugees at the Navaly Church.

Civil society in the South has singularly fail ed to exercise acorrective influence on the peace processby
lobbying o issues that have long concerned Tamil civili ans. Among these ae institutional changesto
ensure that the security forces become sensitive to the fact that they are also meant to serve and proted
Tamils. Little has been done to enhance the dignity and seaurity of Tamils and, in the event of war, it
will be back to square one. The peace processhas been left hostage to the whims of the Tigers and the
elusive restraints the International Community might apply on them.

16 No Peace Without Democracy

While there can be no peacewithout restoring to the Tamil people asense of dignity, it has been aur
contention that the main source of the lossof dignity is fascist politics, rather than minority status. Take
an important asped. The two sides, on their own admisson, have eah lost nealy 20,000fighters. The
LTTE'sreauitment base has a population of hardly more than amillion, while for the Government it is
over 15million.Yet, it isonly in the South that the losses have made anatable public impact and the
Army has to contend with a paucity of requits and huge desertions. Consequently, governments in
Colombo have facel considerable presaure to end the war.

However, even as Tamil society was driven to desperate straits by these highly disproportionate losses,
the LTTE has easily been able to override the people's desire for peace. It had so rarrowed its options
by the weight of its bloodstained history that it could not allow itself to be deterred by massemigration,
adebilit ating form of protest. In its lf-justifying logic of destruction, conscription of children,
underpinned by internal terror, was rationali sed as a necessary step to preserve its 'gains.

It is not that Tamil society accepts this enforced devastation willi ngly, rather, it has been denied any
meaningful democratic expression. In the South, corruption in the Defence Establishment, the
incompetence of generals and the non-viability of government policy are issues that are debated in
pubic and ultimately influence decisions of state.

The supposed successes and military prowessof LT TE generals are myths that are seldom seen for what
they really are. It is not asuccessfor aguerrillaarmy from asmall minority to have saaificed an equal

24



number of fighters in confronting the state amy. Rather, it represents megalomania and cdl ousnessin
the profligate disposal of lives. All that istragically remarkable is the level of destructivenessthat could
be achieved through represson that methodicdly exploits al the foibles of a society.

The slogan coming from the peace |obby that the task of peaceis 'to transform the LTTE from a mili tary
to apdlitical organisation' is fine so far as it goes. But one could hardly achieve this objective by being
wilfully blind to the essential institutional nature of the LTTE and how ideology, glorification of
suicide, repression and child soldiers hang together inseparably.

International agencies and embasges function in such away that they tend to avoid degoer politicd
ramifications and define their tasks to attain narrow objectives. In arecent AFPreport (Mirror 23.11.02
for example, the local UNICEF head defined their task with regard to child soldiers as not getting into a
debate on why there ae child soldiers, bu getting them out. Formulated in this way, every token release
of children by the LTTE becomes a success sory. Every agency has no doubt found the LTTE flexible
and has a success $ory to report. Herein lies the danger, while all these success s$ories taken together
are inevitably interpreted as real progress the reality may be quite the opposite. M oreover, such
progressmay have no bearing on long term prospects.

Unlessthere is change & the LTTE's politicd core, itsreliance on terror, war and, o necessity, child
soldiers, will nat change. Everyone likes to report progress But mistaken assesaments frequently lead to
decisions encouraging irreversibly dangerous trends.

The Norwegians etheir successas a matter of maintaining the ceae-fire and have made regular
claims of progress This 'progress has srved as a pretext for the LTTE to entrench its apparatus of
terror in the government-controll ed areas. The SLMM 's inability to do anything dedsive has done little
to inducethe Norwegians to greater caution. We pointed out that oncethe grip of terror is complete, the
LTTE would have many covert options to induce children to bea arms.

If one were getting about the task of peace conscious of the malignant phenomenon one is faced with,
one would have been careful to enhancerather than throw away assets that are eseential for peace Even
in a state of debili tation, the residual right to arganise pdlitically, to speak out, eled representatives and
for schods and dffices to function normally are invaluable as<ts. Anyone who values democracy
knows that to deny political parties the right to function independently and disseminate opinion, raises
concerns going way beyondthe interests of party members. Such adenial strikes at the heart of basic
rights, seaurity and dignity of the ordinary individual. Thisis why defending the EPDP's right to run a
padlitica office in Delft has become amake or break issue for the Tamil people.

What is at stake is reflected nowhere more eloquently than in the strained language and bizarre
reasoning of the statement on the Delft imbrogli o attributed jointly to the Bishops of Jaff naand Mannar.
The statement of 25" November clealy pointed to the LTTE as the true representatives of the people. In
this context, the EPDP was by clea allusion identified as the party, which for its lfish ends was
disregarding the sensibili ties of the people. It was further acaused o jeopardising the peaceprocessand
driving the people into the trap of chauvinists from the majority. In a disingenuous attempt to be correct,
it acknowledged ritually the right of any political party to campaign for its programme.

The statement began thus: "Whil e peace blossoms in the courtry, whilein the month of November the

Christians remember their dead; andwhile at thistime all the Tamil people ceebrate those who gave
their lifefor theliberation d their soil..." The statement places All Saints Day in the Christian calendar
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which falls on 1% November on the same footing as the L TTE Martyrs' Week. The latter, observed from
21% to 27" November, includes the Leader's birthday. It has dark ideologica conrotations.

All those who died from other mili tant groups and the LTTE's numerous victims are dismissd as
traitors and vermin. Child soldiers and distraught victims of this dispensation who committed suicide at
the Leader's behest for his dream state, are during this week commemorated as martyrs. When church
leaders who are themselves confused lend legitimacy to adiabolical political force, the community as a
whole faces a bleak future.

Even under the Nazi regime one would be hard pu to identify one Christian leader who went so far to
deify the Nazis and their works. We find it hard to believe that this gatement originated from the two

Bishops who were showing signs of being balanced and even handed. It ismore likely that they were

under intense presaure to sign the statement drafted by someone else. It has appeaed only in Tamil.

Why should the EPDP be singled out and denied its normal rights, whileit isthe LTTE that is acting
with goen contempt for the MoU it signed. The Bishops have fail ed to mention that there is already a
concerted violent campaign by the LTTE to evict the EPDP from the entire Jaff na District. The dtack
on EPDP members is part of an indivisible phenomenon that includes the violent hounding of
independent schod principals and the conscription d children.

The statement of the Bishops can also be seen as a further unfolding d the logic of the present peace
process: " Forget about human rights, forget about International Law that the MoU enshrines, all that
mattersis the cease-fire must hold. If you disagree with the LTTE or do not like their ways, get out
unless you want to go down!" If that were to be the end result, the peace process might have been
concluded swiftly without putting us through an MoU and months of fussand ceremony. The only sure
means to peace is to give the Tamil community the democratic strength to resist the imposition of war.

* The University Teachersfor Human Rights (Jaffna) (UTHR(J)) was formed in 1988 at the University of Jaffna, as
part of the national organisation University Teachers for Human Rights. Its public activities as a constituent part of
university life came to a sandstill following the murder of Dr. Rajani Thiranagama, a key founding member, on 21st
September 1989. During the course of 1990 the others who identified openly with the UTHR(J) were forced to leave
Jaffna. It continues to function as an organisation uphol ding the founding spirit of the UTHR(J) with it original aims:
to challenge the external and internal terror engulfing the Tamil community as a whole through making the
perpetrators accountable, and to create space for humanising the social & political spheresrelating to the life of our
community. The UTHR(J) isnot at present functioning in the University of Jaffna in the manner it did initsearly life
for reasons well understood.
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